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Sister Cities International Conference, Kansas City 2008!

July 16th - July 19th. This year the 52nd Sister Cities International Conference
was hosted by Kansas City, Missouri. Santa Clara Sister Cities was represented by
SCSCA President Debi Davis, and Izumo Youth Director, Shahriyar Reza. Delegates
came from such far away places as China, Korea, France and even Baghdad, Iraq.
The Iraqi delegation was represented by 25 young students. Conference seminars
and special sessions were held to help attendees learn how to better their sister city
relationships and promote world peace.

One of the big highlights of the conference was a key note speech made by USAID
Administrator, Henrietta Fore. Ms. Fore stated that USAID would be partnering with
Sister Cities International to help bring food and educational supplies to countries in
need. During a speech made by the Assistant Secretary of State for Educational &
Cultural Affairs, Goli Ameri, the Iraqi students were introduced and attendees were
told that they would be staying in the United States through September.

Our Youth Director, Shahriyar Reza, roomed with one of the Iraqi students during
the conference. When asked about the experience with his new found friend Shahri-
yar said, “I spoke out to him in a universal language. This language is called human-
ity.”

(Photos: Top: SCSCA President Debi Davis, Mary J. Eisenhower, Left Shariyar Reza, Right Nelson Atkins Museum)



